As of this writing, there appeared to be a lack of information on how schools were going to keep track of student cohort groups' progress. Given that the guidelines to meet the expectations of No Child Left Behind will be implemented in the 2005-2006 school year, this information should be more forthcoming within the next one to two years. Although the government will be requiring information on the results of state tests in the areas of math and reading/language arts and high school graduation rates, the bottom line is that educators need information in order to support and improve the instructional program for the students who had completed a specific exam and/or assessment. A word of caution recommended not to waste valuable resources by collecting data that will not be utilized. In order to support this, districts should check the data for its appropriateness, correctness, and usefulness. The literature suggested that teachers need information on every student, schools should look at high performing schools because most likely they will be the ones with the best practices, and to establish goals early on for the students' success post high school. Some high schools use a Personalized Education Plan to help students keep track of important information, goals, courses taken, and actions they need to take in order to be successful. In Rhode Island high schools, students are teamed with one advisor who is with them through their entire high school experience, the instructional program is set up to do interdisciplinary types of work, seniors present a final project, and those students with low reading and writing skills are given additional support.
Major Findings and Conclusions:
Types of data to be collected, that can most easily be done by computer and with a strong statewide student identifier system in place:
• Fall and spring course program information. What courses were offered, how many students took them, into what subgroups they fall, and the earned grades.
• Fall and spring information on participation in specific programs (i.e. Special Education, Gifted, Title I, ELL, etc.) • Test data on how many took the tests, the subgroup(s) to which each student belonged, those who were excused and unexcused from the test, and how many took SAT, ACT, and AP exams • Course completion. How many students actually finished the course, transferred to another course, and the earned grades.
• Graduation numbers • Drop-out numbers • The number of transfers in and out of the school • Ethnicity, gender, and SES for each student 
